26 The Mother's Gift.' 
preference in his favour. A little boy 
whofe name was Charles Nichols 
came up to matter Smith, and told 
iiim, he remembered he had once the 
honour of playing with him at Mr. 
Jones’s, nnd therefore he took the li- 
berty of alking him how he did. The 
child was perfedly neat and clean r 
he was not handfome, but there was 
fo much fweetnefs and good- nature 
expreifed in his countenance, and fo 
inuch politenefs and complaifance in 
his behaviour, that he gained the love 
and efteem of every goodperfon. Maf- 
ter Smith thought himfelf fo much 
fuperior to this little boy, who hap- 
pened to be poor, that he fcarcely 
anfwered him, which Mr. Allworthy 
obferving, faid to Charles, I think 
my dear I heard you mention your 
having had the honour oi playing with 
jnaftex Smith; remember, my love, 
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naiVy. Several of the children had in- 
different charaaers, bat feme were to- 
lerable good. Matter Thompfon was 
acknowledged to be the belt boy who 
had been yet examined; an old fer- 
vant, who had been his nurfe-niaid, ai- 
fured Mr. Allworthy, that in his mam- 
ma’s abfence, when fhe had the care ot 
him, (he never defircd him twice to do 
any thing. It was now mafter Smith s 
turn: Mr. Allworthy alked, if he 
was dutiful to his parent. Mrs. Smith 
only anfwered with a figh ; he then 
^ defired 


